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Northern Syria: Turkish Border Guards Kill 8 Syrian 

Civilians During the First Quarter of 2023   

Cases of direct killing, beating and torturing of asylum seekers are part of an 

atrocious pattern followed by Turkish border guards with the Turkish 

government failing to curb them or investigate effectively. The Turkish 

government must open an investigation and hold accountable those involved in 

these human rights gross violations and ensure that they do not recure 
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Introduction: 

During the first quarter of 2023, the Turkish border guards (Gendarmerie) killed eight Syrian 

civilians, among them a child, and injured more than 10 others seriously in areas in northern 

Syria using direct fire, torture and excessive force against Syrian asylum seekers and 

migrants who attempted to cross the border into Turkey illegally .  

Cases of direct killing, beating and torturing of asylum seekers are crimes requiring 

accountability. Turkey violated its human rights obligations including the right to life and 

physical integrity, in addition to the absolute prohibition of torture or other cruel, inhuman 

or degrading treatment or punishment.  

The Turkish government follows a “a policy of systematic brutality” to prevent Syrian asylum 

seekers from crossing its territories. Since the construction of the border wall, the 

Gendarmerie forces deployed alongside the border strip have been beating, humiliating and 

torturing those who attempt to enter Turkey illegally and targeting them with live fire which 

have frequently killed and injured dozens of persons.  

Effective measures preventing Syrian people to enter turkey started in late 2015, when 

Turkey began building a 911 km wall along the Turkish-Syrian border; the wall consists of 

concrete blocks, each standing four meters high.   

All the measures forced Syrian asylum seekers and migrants to resort to illegal, mostly risky, 

routs to cross  to Turkey, becoming victims of organized human smuggling groups from Syria 

to Turkey. The majority of such groups are connected to parties to the conflict across Syria 

in a way or another, and the groups themselves as well as their activities are being 

overlooked. 

The statements verified by Synergy Associations for Victims confirm that leaders in the 

opposition Syrian National Army (SNA) themselves run the illegal trafficking and 

smuggling of people to turkey for the exchange of money. Synergy documented that at 

least 12 intra-factional clashes broke out between the SNA’s factions in “Peace Spring” 

strip during 2022 due to disputes over sharing profits of smuggling people illegally. 

Syrian asylum seekers have become victims of both Turkish forces and the opposition SNA 

while attempting to cross the Turkish border. They are either detained by the SNA’s factions 

or targeted by the Gendarmerie’ live shooting with the intention of killing, in order to 

prevent them from doing so. 

Continuing violent practices against Syrian asylum seekers by Turkish border guards coincide 

with the conduct of Turkish authorities’ forcible deportation1 of thousands of Syrian 

                                                             
1 According to official statistics published by the administrations of Syria-Turkey border crossings, particularly 
Bab al-Hawa, Bab al-Salameh and Tall Abyad, approximately 11,000 Syrian refugees have been forcibly 
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https://www.google.nl/maps/place/%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%E2%80%AD/@34.3518026,49.6284427,5z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x14b0155c964f2671:0x40d9dbd42a625f2a!2z2KrYsdmD2YrYpw!3b1!8m2!3d38.963745!4d35.243322!16zL20vMDF6bmNf!3m5!1s0x1518e6dc413cc6a7:0x877546f4882af620!8m2!3d34.802075!4d38.996815!16zL20vMDZ2YmQ?hl=ar&authuser=0&entry=ttu
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https://hevdesti.org/en/peace-spring-strip-not-as-safe-as-turkey-publicizes/
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refugees and planning to repatriate more than one million Syrian refugees to northern Syria. 

Not to mention Turkey’s threats of new military operations.        

Turkey is obligated to respect the principle of nonrefoulement, which prohibits the return of 

asylum seekers to territory where they face the threat of persecution, torture, or threats to 

life and freedom, including by rejecting them at borders without considering their claims.  

In a report published on April 27, 2023, Human Rights Watch said that the Turkish border 

guards are indiscriminately shooting at Syrian civilians on the Turkish border with Syria, as 

well as torturing and using excessive force against asylum seekers and migrants trying to 

cross into Turkey.  

During 2022, Synergy Association for Victims documented the killing of three Syrian asylum 

seekers and the injury of others due to direct shooting by the Turkish Gendarmerie in the 

area between Ras al-Ayn/Serê Kaniyê and Tall Abyad while the civilians were attempting to 

enter Turkey illegally. Furthermore, Synergy documented during the same year the arrest of 

113 persons, among them seven women and three children, by the opposition SNA’s 

factions in “Peace Spring” strip while heading towards the Turkish border or attempting to 

cross the border seeking asylum. 

 

Direct Targeting:  

In January 2023, Synergy documented the killing of three Syrian asylum seekers at the hands 

of the Turkish Gendarmerie in the area between Ras al-Ayn/Serê Kaniyê and Tall Abyad. The 

victims were identified as Memdouh al-Mousa, hailed from Terbeh Sbiyeh/al-Qahtaniyah, 

Mohammed Ali al-Zegher, hailed from al-Tebni town in the west countryside of Deir ez-Zor, 

and Manaf Sohan al-Ewaied from Boqruss Tahtani village in Deir ez-Zor countryside. 

With the onset of 2023, specifically on January 2, Mohammed Ali al-Zegher from al-Tebni 

was killed as the Turkish Gendarmerie shot him directly while he was trying to cross the 

Turkish border illegally in Ras al-Ayn/Serê Kaniyê city.  

On January 21, Memdouh al-Mousa, 38, lost his life as the Turkish border guards were 

shooting fire indiscriminately at him along with others who were all attempting to cross the 

Turkish border illegally near Eziziye village located in the west countryside of Ras al-

Ayn/Serê Kaniyê. 

The victim hailed from Mizgeft village in the countryside of Terbeh Sbiyeh/al-Qahtaniyah. He 

had returned from Lebanon in order to immigrate to Europe because of his dire financial 

situations. 

                                                                                                                                                                                             
deported to Syria since early 2022. This figure does not include asylum seekers who were captured while 
attempting to cross the border strip into Turkey unlawfully.   

http://www.hevdesti.org/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/04/27/turkish-border-guards-torture-kill-syrians
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https://earth.google.com/web/search/%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%aa%d8%a8%d9%86%d9%8a%d8%8c+JR6C%2b5HQ%d8%8c,+%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%aa%d9%90%d8%a8%d9%86%d9%90%d9%8a%d8%8c,+%d8%af%d9%8a%d8%b1+%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b2%d9%88%d8%b1%d8%8c+%d8%b3%d9%88%d8%b1%d9%8a%d8%a7/@35.61208177,39.82356506,223.82318278a,25554.95144431d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CmkaPxI5CiUweDE1MzdkYWI4ZTUwMWZlYjE6MHg3M2Q2MmI1NjhiNjM0Njk4KhDYp9mE2KrZkNio2YbZkNmKGAIgASImCiQJZE6C7miTQkAR-UQQ7UtzQkAZsENg8xPrREAhvOpCxuy4REA
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%8C+%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%E2%80%AD/@35.3351152,40.1791755,13z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x154817f4aeddb761:0x4cbc9d58e981374f!8m2!3d35.3296518!4d40.1350341!16zL20vMDUwdHNs?authuser=0&entry=ttu
https://earth.google.com/web/search/%d8%a8%d9%82%d8%b1%d8%b5%d8%8c+%d8%a8%d9%82%d8%b1%d8%b5+%d8%aa%d8%ad%d8%aa%d8%a7%d9%86%d9%8a%d8%8c%d8%8c+%d8%af%d9%8a%d8%b1+%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b2%d9%88%d8%b1%d8%8c+%d8%b3%d9%88%d8%b1%d9%8a%d8%a7/@35.05583575,40.4283571,191.3867101a,15223.8683521d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CqsBGoABEnoKITB4MTU0ODcxMDc3ODU0ZDMzOToweDk1N2IyMWZhMmNiZRkqbRbUXIdBQCHUxiKXSTNEQCpD2KjZgtix2LXYjCDYqNmC2LHYtSDYqtit2KrYp9mG2YrYjNiMINiv2YrYsSDYp9mE2LLZiNix2Iwg2LPZiNix2YrYpxgCIAEiJgokCVsPf4YuvEFAEaLzL4FzWkFAGX7Tr0wmYURAIeWMHQF5uENA
https://earth.google.com/web/search/%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%aa%d8%a8%d9%86%d9%8a%d8%8c+JR6C%2b5HQ%d8%8c,+%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%aa%d9%90%d8%a8%d9%86%d9%90%d9%8a%d8%8c,+%d8%af%d9%8a%d8%b1+%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b2%d9%88%d8%b1%d8%8c+%d8%b3%d9%88%d8%b1%d9%8a%d8%a7/@35.61208177,39.82356506,223.82318278a,25554.95144431d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CmkaPxI5CiUweDE1MzdkYWI4ZTUwMWZlYjE6MHg3M2Q2MmI1NjhiNjM0Njk4KhDYp9mE2KrZkNio2YbZkNmKGAIgASImCiQJZE6C7miTQkAR-UQQ7UtzQkAZsENg8xPrREAhvOpCxuy4REA
https://earth.google.com/web/@36.76988051,40.04529204,355.94011737a,24671.93521302d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CkAaPhI4CiQweDE1MzU4NzYwNTU4ZjJjMDE6MHg0M2MzZjFiYzBkZDA2OTYqENin2YTYudiy2YrYstmK2KkYAiAB
https://www.google.iq/maps/place/%D9%85%D8%B2%D9%83%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%8C+%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%E2%80%AD/@37.0630196,41.5911269,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x154a8755baff3ac9:0x9c45b1bad25ae374!2z2LHYo9izINin2YTYudmK2YbYjCDYs9mI2LHZitin!3b1!8m2!3d36.8481076!4d40.0786867!16s%2Fm%2F02qj25m!3m5!1s0x4009f517fa3f6b25:0x6b8d02401c0423bb!8m2!3d37.0630757!4d41.588226!16s%2Fg%2F1tk4pmxy
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%AD%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9,+Kahtanieh%D8%8C+%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%E2%80%AD/@37.0312323,41.5594769,15z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x4009f42cae048bf5:0x45e731ab96b3acf8!8m2!3d37.0287444!4d41.5484575!16s%2Fm%2F0ndwdkq?authuser=0&entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86%E2%80%AD/@33.866528,37.166762,8z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x151f17028422aaad:0xcc7d34096c00f970!8m2!3d33.854721!4d35.862285!16zL20vMDRocXo?authuser=0&entry=ttu
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Following the incident, local media outlets reported that Mousa had been killed by 

Gendarmerie’s direct shooting, but that was not the truth. When Synergy spoke to the 

victim’s family to verify the cause of Mousa’s death, his brother said that: 

 “My brother lost his life of an acute brain attack due to the terror he sustained 

while the Turkish Gendarmerie were shooting at the group Mousa was with and 

who all were attempting to cross the Turkish border. My brother was transferred 

to a hospital in Turkey’s Şanliurfa. Later after the autopsy, the doctors told us that 

he had not been shot.”  

The victim’s family was forced to bury him in Ras al-Ayn/Serê Kaniyê as it was very difficult 

to transfer the corpse from the SNA-controlled areas to his hometown in areas where the 

Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) are in control. 

On January 28, Manaf Sohan al-Ewaied, 30, was killed in Ras al-Ayn/Serê Kaniyê as the 

Turkish border guards shot him directly while he was trying to access to Turkey illegally. Al-

Ewaied hailed from Boqruss Tahtani village in the al-Mayadin district located in Deir ez-Zor 

countryside  

 

Torture to Death:  

In less than a week after the destroying earthquake that struck parts of Syria and Turkey, 

activists posted a video, which was filmed secretly, on social media on February 12, 2023 

showing that at least eight Turkish border guards beating three Syrian young men with 

sticks, buttstock of weapons and other hard materials. The young men were attempting to 

cross into Turkey illegally near the village of Deir Sawan that follows Sharran/Shrra district in 

Afrin countryside.      

Synergy cross checked the video and made sure that the victims were identified as: Ismael 

Hamdi al-Ejeili, 19, from Ezaz city, Alaa Hussein al-Omar, 20, and Mohammed Rami Rustom, 

24. Al-Ejeili was killed due to brutal torture he sustained at the hands of the Turkish border 

guards. Al-Omar and Rustom both hailed from Darat Izza town in Aleppo countryside and 

the two had serious injuries due to the use of torture and excessive force against them. Both 

were transferred to a hospital in Afrin for treatment after the Turkish Gendarmerie had 

dumped the victims to the Syrian side from over the border wall.   

http://www.hevdesti.org/
https://www.hawarnews.com/en/haber/turkish-occupation-soldiers-killed-him-and-stole-his-internal-organs-h34929.html
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https://www.google.com/maps/@35.0170088,40.4515099,14z?authuser=0&entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%8C+%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%E2%80%AD/@35.3351152,40.1791755,13z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x154817f4aeddb761:0x4cbc9d58e981374f!8m2!3d35.3296518!4d40.1350341!16zL20vMDUwdHNs?authuser=0&entry=ttu
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A screenshot taken from the video showing Turkish border guards using excessive force against three Syrian 

young men who were attempting to cross the Turkish border in Afrin countryside on February 12, 2023. 

 

On March 11, 2023, two persons including a child, were killed, and six others among them a 

child were seriously injured due to severe torture at the hands of the Turkish border guards 

while they were attempting to cross into Turkey illegally from Haram city in Idlib 

countryside.  

Synergy spoke to three survivors, and all confirmed that the Turkish border guards used 

excessive force against them. One of them detailed saying:  

 “After we walked approximately 150 m away from the border wall, we were 

caught by a patrol of the Turkish border guards, who ambushed near the border. It 

was around 8:00 pm, where they transferred us with their trucks to a nearby field 

and there they started beating and kicking us using rifles and batons.”  

According to the survivor, the Turkish border guards did not investigate with them, but only 

tortured them, describing this as: 

 “They did not allow us to speak, and they did not ask us any questions. They just 

tortured us viciously. There were more than 12 of them. They beat us with rifles 

and batons and kicked us strongly with their feet. They stomped on all over our 

bodies even on our genitals. They poured oil on two of us, probably car oil. The 

http://www.hevdesti.org/
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two almost suffocated as the oil entered their stomachs, and they threw up for 

hours.”  

At the dawn of March 12, 2023, the Turkish border guards returned six of the injured 

persons, including a child, and the body of one of the victims to Syria summarily. One child 

was left in Turkey, and days later he was handed over to his relatives as a dead body as he 

died because of torture. The witness said:  

 “Their vicious torture stopped only until Abdel Razzak al-Qastal, 18, fell 

unconsciously on the ground and died due to his injuries. Hours later, they 

transported us along with al-Qastal’s body to Bab al-Hawa crossing in order to be 

transferred to Syria. However, Abdo al-Sabbah, 17, remained there, and we 

learned nothing about him until he was brought back to his family as a dead body 

four days later.”  

Synergy reviewed images of the victims and the survivors including the bodies of al-Qastal 

and al-Sabbah after autopsy. All the images showed severe bruising all over the victims’ 

bodies and matched with the victims’ statements about the torture to which they were 

subjected.  

 

A Syrian Anchor and Its Director Detained in Turkey After Broadcasting an 

Episode on Turkish Border Guards’ Violations:  

Reporters Without Borders (RSF) reported that a Turkish political analyst lodged a complaint 

on March 15 against Ahmed Rihawi, an anchor working for Orient News TV, and the 

channel’s director, both are based in Turkey. Oktay Yilmaz, the analyst, was a guest in a 

show in Orient News TV to discuss the violence the Turkish police are practicing against the 

Syrian refugees on the border between Turkey and Syria. The Turkish guest got irritated and 

directed racist insults to the anchor and snatched the anchor’s notes and tore it up 

repeating on camera “by what right do you attack Turkey and its people.” 

RSF said that “despite that Rihawi reacted quietly and professionally to Yilmaz’s insults 

that took place live, the Turkish police did not deter from arresting Rihawi and the TV 

channel’s director in Istanbul, Alaa Farhat, in response to a complaint submitted by 

Yilmaz. They were finally released 48 hours later, after the Turkish justice system rejected 

the complaint lodged by the analyst.” 

 

Farmer Killed While Working on His Farm Adjacent to Border: 

On March 13, 2023, the Turkish border guards killed Mohammed Fayzo, 59, by shooting him 

directly while he was working on his farmland in the village of Kherbet ElJoz in Jisr al-

Shughur area in Idlib governorate.  

http://www.hevdesti.org/
https://rsf.org/en/syrian-tv-anchor-and-director-arrested-turkey-after-racist-insults-guest
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/%D8%AE%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%A9+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%8C+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%8C+%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%E2%80%AD/@35.9042421,36.2040275,15z/data=!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x1524349413a0f077:0x8f9a855b3eee5259!2z2K7Ysdio2Kkg2KfZhNis2YjYstiMINin2YTYrNmI2LLYjCDYs9mI2LHZitin!3b1!8m2!3d35.9042431!4d36.1937278!16s%2Fg%2F11j0hclksx!3m5!1s0x1524349413a0f077:0x8f9a855b3eee5259!8m2!3d35.9042431!4d36.1937278!16s%2Fg%2F11j0hclksx?authuser=0&entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%D8%AC%D8%B3%D8%B1+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%BA%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%8C+%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%E2%80%AD/@35.8150744,36.3314507,15z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x1524349413a0f077:0x8f9a855b3eee5259!2z2K7Ysdio2Kkg2KfZhNis2YjYstiMINin2YTYrNmI2LLYjCDYs9mI2LHZitin!3b1!8m2!3d35.9042431!4d36.1937278!16s%2Fg%2F11j0hclksx!3m5!1s0x1524496330940beb:0xba47f0808c645a96!8m2!3d35.814405!4d36.3200091!16s%2Fm%2F02qhj6g?authuser=0&entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%D8%AC%D8%B3%D8%B1+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%BA%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%8C+%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%E2%80%AD/@35.8150744,36.3314507,15z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x1524349413a0f077:0x8f9a855b3eee5259!2z2K7Ysdio2Kkg2KfZhNis2YjYstiMINin2YTYrNmI2LLYjCDYs9mI2LHZitin!3b1!8m2!3d35.9042431!4d36.1937278!16s%2Fg%2F11j0hclksx!3m5!1s0x1524496330940beb:0xba47f0808c645a96!8m2!3d35.814405!4d36.3200091!16s%2Fm%2F02qhj6g?authuser=0&entry=ttu
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Synergy spoke to one of the victim’s family who witnessed the crime and detailed the 

incident:   

 “While Mohammed was working in his land adjacent to Turkey’s border, a patrol of the 

Turkish border guards passed by and one of the guards directed his gun towards us and 

then shot at Mohammed. The guard stared how Mohammed fell on the ground and then 

went back to his military vehicle and left. We transferred Mohammed to a hospital in Idlib 

and he died there hours later.” 

Prior to that, on February 16, a Kurdish child was killed at the hands of the Turkish border 

guards while he was working in his farm adjacent to the Turkish border in Ayn al-

Arab/Kobanî area.  

On March 27, the young man Majd Suleiman al-Aswad, hailed from Sabikhan village in the 

east of Deir ez-Zor city was killed when the Turkish Gendarmerie shot him dead while he 

was trying to cross to Turkey illegally in the countryside of Ras al-Ayn/Serê Kaniyê.   

 

Opposition SNA Arrest Asylum Seekers:  

In March 2023, Synergy interviewed a young man, aged 28, who was tortured at the hands 

of the Gendarmerie while he was attempting to cross Turkey illegally near Alok Gharbi 

village located in the east of Ras al-Ayn/Serê Kaniyê. After that, the young man was handed 

over to the SNA forces which arrested him and fined him an amount of money.  

The survivor hails from Abu Rasin/Zarkan town in the east of Ras al-Ayn/Serê Kaniyê. He had 

decided to immigrate to Europe due to his dire living conditions. He detailed to Synergy the 

torture he sustained saying: 

 “A young man and I tried to cross to Turkey. After we walked 500 m past the 

border wall, we hid among the crops, but a patrol of the Gendarmerie arrested us 

and started to beat us using the buttstocks of their arms. They kicked us with their 

boots on all over our bodies, especially on the head.” 

After they were tortured, the Gendarmerie handed the two young men over to the Civil 

Police affiliated with the opposition SNA through the border gate in Ras al-Ayn/Serê Kaniyê. 

The two were kept in custody for five days. The witness added:  

 “The Civil Police kept us in custody for five days during which my health condition 

worsened. I lost consciousness due to severe beating on the head by the 

Gendarmerie. I was therefore transferred to the public hospital in Ras al-Ayn for 

treatment. After that, I was released after paying 500 Turkish liras.”  

http://www.hevdesti.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%D8%B5%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%AE%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%8C+%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%E2%80%AD/@34.8587491,40.6024003,15z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x1547d572f7a1aae7:0xaee5a4c903c8b060!8m2!3d34.859175!4d40.6016766!16s%2Fg%2F121yh1ff?authuser=0&entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%88%D9%83+%D8%BA%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A,+Syria%E2%80%AD/@36.8640341,40.1295162,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x154a8636a8394f93:0xa45beb9833ef17!8m2!3d36.864486!4d40.1292737!16s%2Fg%2F11b5qxyvsw?authuser=0&entry=ttu
https://www.google.iq/maps/place/%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%A9+%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%88+%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%8C+%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%E2%80%AD/@36.846914,40.3470651,14z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x154a8755baff3ac9:0x9c45b1bad25ae374!2z2LHYo9izINin2YTYudmK2YbYjCDYs9mI2LHZitin!3b1!8m2!3d36.8481076!4d40.0786867!16s%2Fm%2F02qj25m!3m5!1s0x154af323d3ee96e5:0xd831cb49febc6e6e!8m2!3d36.8448776!4d40.3267278!16s%2Fg%2F11pqvsn592?entry=ttu


 

 

   
SYNERGY | contact@hevdesti.org | www.hevdesti.org                                                                                                   Page 9 of 10 

Northern Syria: Turkish Border Guards Kill 8 Syrian Civilians During the First Quarter of 2023   

In a report published on February 19, 2023, Synergy documented the arrest of 113 persons, 

including seven women and three children, during 2022 by factions of the opposition SNA in 

areas in Ras al-Ayn/Serê Kaniyê and Tall Abyad for heading to the Turkish border or 

attempting to cross it to seek asylum. The detainees were subjected to ill-treatment and 

torture in the SNA’s prisons and the majority of the detainees’ families were extorted for 

money. 86 persons were released after more than 70 families paid financial ransoms while 

the fate of 27 others remains unaccounted for.  

 

Legal Liability:  

Cases of killing, arrest and torture mentioned in this report are undoubtedly considered 

flagrant crimes and violations of the civilians’ rights within the framework of the 

International Humanitarian Law (IHL)2 and the International Human Rights Law (IHRL)3, let 

alone violating their right in asylum and the forcible deportation of those who remained 

alive to unsafe4 areas of conflict. 

Cases of outright killing and illegal executions carried out on the border are clear violations 

to the right to life of those victims and the guarantee that no one shall be arbitrarily 
5deprived of his life which is protected by the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights. 

In regard to cases of arbitrary arrest of persons who attempted to cross the Turkish border 

unlawfully and the ill-treatment they received at the hands of the opposition SNA, they are 

undoubtedly an egregious violation and a crime that entails accountability based on the 

Agreement Against Torture or Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment6 of 1984, noting that all people, especially the detainees, have the right to life 

and personal safety against all forms of torture and inhuman treatment as guaranteed by 

the IHL and IHRL in times of war and peace.  

The Turkish authorities must ensure that their own officials and those under their command 

in the opposition SNA do not arbitrarily detain or mistreat anyone. The Turkish authorities 

are obliged to investigate these violations and ensure that those responsible are 

appropriately punished.     

                                                             
2 ICRC: Sources of international humanitarian law 
3 The United Nations: The Foundation of International Human Rights Law 
4 The Chair of the UN Syria Commission of Inquiry, Paulo Pinheiro addressing the Third Committee of the 
General Assembly on October 25, 2021 “This is not a time for anyone to be thinking that Syria is safe, for its 
refugees to return home. Instead, we are seeing an upsurge in fighting and violence.” 
5 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Article 6, UN website-Human rights-Office of the High 
Commissioner. 
6 Agreement Against Torture or Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment6 of 1984 

http://www.hevdesti.org/
https://hevdesti.org/en/asylum-victims-2022/
https://www.icrc.org/en/war-and-law%E2%80%8B
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/udhr/foundation-of-international-human-rights-law
https://www.ohchr.org/en/news/2021/10/syria-un-commission-chair-warns-general-assembly-war-against-syrian-people-continues
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www.icrc.org/en/war-and-law%E2%80%8B
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/udhr/foundation-of-international-human-rights-law
https://www.ohchr.org/en/news/2021/10/syria-un-commission-chair-warns-general-assembly-war-against-syrian-people-continues
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-against-torture-and-other-cruel-inhuman-or-degrading
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